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2. [3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-19 . 

3. |EI The drawings filed on 8/02/04 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)QSome* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 
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Response to Amendment 
1 • Amendment filed on August 2, 2004 has been entered. Claims 1 -1 9 are pending in the 
application. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on August 2, 2004 disclaiming the terminal portion of any 
patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,495,204 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Double Patenting 

3. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine 
grounded m public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. See/« re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed 

^Vo^u ?JS^^i 887 ' 225 USPQ 645 (Fed Cir - 1985 >' In re Van 686 
?™? VJ 4 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982)5 ln re V °Z el > 422 R2d 438 > 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 
1 970);and, In re Thorington, 4 1 8 F.2d 528, 1 63 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1 969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) may be used to 
overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground 
provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly owned with this 
application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal 
aisclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 
CFR 3.73(b). 

4. Rejection of claims 1-19 under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-31 of U.S. Patent No. 6,495,204 in view of Small 
et al (US 4,015,558) has been withdrawn due to filing the terminal disclaimer. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
5. Claims 1-19 are allowed due to filing the terminal disclaimer. 
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6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elena Tsoy whose telephone number is (571) 272-1429. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mo-Thur. 9:00-7:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Shrive Beck can be reached on (571) 272-1415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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